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TWO DARK HORSES 


May 26 


Best, Herbert Morrow 
DIANE $3 095 


* This has the ingredients of a potential best seller. The setting- Jamaica, 
back in the days when the threat of Napoleon heightened the fevered gaiety of the 
island, a setting lush and palpitant and colorful; the situation - father and daughter, 
at one in their devotion to each other and the plantation they both served, and the 
mother, beautiful, spoiled, rotten at the core, and playing into the hands of the 
plantation overseer, avid for power; the slaves - still essentially pagan, all-know- 
ing but secretive, a power for good or ill as played on by their masters; and a 
romance brewing and inevitable, from the momenta one armed stranger appeared in the 
island that had once been his home. First-rate story telling, even though the melo- 
dramatic climax dissipates the carefully built tension and makes the actual finale 
rather antimactic, this is geared for popular appeal on a better than average level 
of quality and good writing. Costume drama, with careful details of period setting, 

» and some sidelights of locale that add flavor of authenticity. (LC: 54-7101) 


April 28 


Grondahl, Kathryn Morrow 
THE MANGO SEASON $3.50 


* A find- this novel of the diplomatic corps in modern Bangkok. The flavor 
of the Orient with its survivals of ancient mores among the natives - and its real- 
istic blend of the picturesque and the sordid- provide background for a poignant 
)! story of very real people caught in conflicts of personality, professional jealousies, 
political tensions. Leonora Shepperd, whose second marriage has proved a bitter 
disillusionment, is the catalyst for shifting focus, caught at the moment of a week 
in May, 1949, a week that brought new direction to almost every one of the characters. 
While the denouement has a quality of inevitability, the author lets the story=- and 
her characters- provide their own answers. Fascinating reading. (Lc: 54-7098) 


An Alltime Low - Are the Reprint Rights to Blame? 


Book after book this time seems aimed at subsidiary rights of one sort or another, 
with singular indifference to quality of initial publishing or standards of lists 

or the interests of bookshops and public libraries to maintain their ideals. What's 
the answer? On the other side of the ledger, chalk up probable impetus to sales 
through Literary Guild selection of Mary Deasy'’s THE CORIOLI AFFAIR, and Priestley s 
name with THE MAGICIANS (Harper). JI don't think we have gone stale- nor yet are we 
too easily shocked. We are just "not amused". See pages following for reports 
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April 2 
David McKay 
DRIVEN $3.50 


The ex post facto confessional of George Carpenter fills in the background to 
the crime which led to his escape from a well established life as a banker, husband, and 
father of two children in Buchanan, Pennsylvania, and ends with his conviction, atonement 
and greater self-understanding after the diagnosis that he is a maniac-depressive. His 
fitful brooding is aggravated by liquor- and his many debts- and following the death of 
Foose, the head of the bank, his resentment of the dead man's successor is fulfilled in 
his decision to rob the bank, fortuitously accomplished. With several hundred thousand 
in cash- in a suitcase- he reaches New York where he shacks up with Lyddy (she is really 
gone) and then moves west. Still in the limbo of liquor, and thrashed by guilt, he finds 
Pat- who offers him a love which is complete and undemanding; they go south - and finally 
the law curtails their time together. A rather lenient sentence returns him to his wife 
and contrition precedes the reconciliation undertaken in a more manic moment of hope for 
his future.... Some sexy scenes and an untrammeled vernacular will speed this on its way- 
and the professional mumbojumbo is only a Freudulent pretext or presumption. 


April 12 


Richardson, Evelyn M. Macrae- Smith 
DESIRED HAVEN 7 $3.50 


The winner of the All-Canada Fiction Award returns to a small island in the 
19th century, where the sea, and the ships, and the men who go down with them, weather 
the women who wait. This is Mercy Nickerson's story, from the time when she marries the 
salvaged passenger of a Boston-bound ship, handsome, Irish, Dan Redmond. Dan takes her 
to the deserted and desolate island he christens New Erin- and the first break between 


Gehman, Richard 


them comes when she finds their child branded by his Catholicism as "born out of wedlock". 
Time is to heal the barrier; other children follow; but Dan engages in a smuggler's traffic 


which is to make them rich but alienates the community- and her family. A gale, the loss 
of a last, late child, her father, and all Dan's wealth sets them off to a fresh start- 


on a better basis.... Firm values and ample sentiment and incident will direct this toward 


a feminine market. (LC: 54-6681) 
April 15 a | 


Howard, Toni Appleton-Century-Crofts 
BLOOD LIKE NEW WINE $3.00 


A convulsive drama extends from the battleground of the war- to the criminal 


courtroom- as Jacques Dongeres, schooled to violence as a Resistance hero, is anything but 


domesticated on his return home- and finally murders his wife. A partial justification 
exists in Jania, a Polish girl, whom he had married (bigamously) during the war and who 
is back in France- with him, singing in = small night club. There she is seen by Dan 
Morrow, an American travelling abroad, with the wife he has never loved- and drinking 
himself away from the guilt of his brother's death in the Pacific. Impressionable, sus- 
ceptible, Dan sees a chance to redeem himself, in his attempt to save Jacques- but he 
succeeds only in destroying himself. And Jacques goes to the guillotine for the crime 

he has committed with cool courage and an unrepentant independence of spirit. The author 
may be remembered for her earlier Shriek with Pleasure;this is justas noisy. (LC: 54-6212) 


Humphries, Adelaide Avalon 
NAVY NURSE $2.50 


More in the puff-paste florencenightingallery, this follows Ensign Dorothy 
Phillips from shore to ship and to sea and although she is a real good girl she gets 
somewhat devious in keeping all the promises she makes. She passes off Skid, an enlist- 
ed man, as her fiance to put gorgeous leatherneck ace pilot, Lt. Keith Cameron in his 
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place; she promises the Chief Nurse, Keith's aunt, that she'll keep an eye on her 
nephew; she gives her word to an interne that she will keep his gal away from Keith 
and when the hospital ship follows the fleet to battle she gets in trouble about the 
key to the narcotics closet. Well, Skid turns up as a dying hero - and Dottie lands 
in Keith's welcoming arms. Impervious. 


April 15 


Winkler, Susan D. Avalon 
BITTERSWEET : $2.50 


Anne, alone in a city with a job, and an apartment, is only looking for a 

man to marry which Walter, a thorough egotist, proves not to be. But a series of 
dance lessons brings her to Julian who is poor but too proud to consider marriage 
while he is working his way through college and supporting a youngster (his first 
wife was killed). His recaleitrance brings Anne to her knees- an unwomanly proposal- 
and an ungracious refusal on his part, until finally he lets her have her head and 
his heart..... Guileless. 

April 46 3 0 


Yentzen, Vurrell Appleton-Century-Crofts 
A FEAST FOR THE FORGIVEN $3.00 


The Cajun region of Louisiana, with the surviving traditions of honor of 
a bygone age, with a perverted sense of humor and an equally perverted sense of what 
constitutes innocence, provides background for a violent initiation into an adult 
world, as small Clotillia is witness to life and death, birth and rape. Clotillia 
had been kept ignorant of the ignominy surrounding her birth, of the father who had 
been whipped off the plantation, of the mother who had carried her head high in a 
belated marriage and had died a violent death. Clotillia had been brought up by 
Tante Annette, who ran the household and the plantation and set the rules of upbring- 
ing, by the softer Tante Cecile, and by her guardian Oncle Odon, who gave her laughter 
and understanding. But Odon was dead, Therese carried his child, Therese's husband 
sought her out and killed her. Clotillia saw it happen; she saw other things too, 
the death of her kittens, the birth of the foal, the union of her uncle's dog and a 
bitch in heat. She suffered what she feared was attack by Andre's father; she was 
terrified when her own father embraced her. Each new discovery was wrong for her 
and her childish innocence was rudely uprooted. The whole devastating succession 
of experience is told through Clotillia's eyes and distorted misinterpretation, told 
in stream of consciousness, with some of the beauty, some of the dialect distortions 
of language which makes now for rhythmic, and again for awkward reading. A strange 
and frequently unpalatable book. Too Latin for our Anglo-Saxon sensibilities, per- 
haps. (LC: 54-7694) : 
April-19 ¥ [Ww 


Murdoch, Iris Viking 
UNDER THE NET $3.50 


A light and gay, for the most part, English novel of what Jake Donaghue goes 
through before he finds a new place to live when Madge kicks him our- along with his 
friend Finn- for the sake of Sacred Sammy Starfield, fabulous bookie and spiv. Jake and 
Finn first turn to Dave, a philosopher friend; then Jake goes on to Anna, an old flame 
whom he possibly really loves; and Anna hands him on to her sister, Sadie, a serpentine 
film actress who probably loves him, and from whom he escapes. He also runs into an In- 
dependent Socialist leader, and finally, Hugo Belfounder, a sort of "natural" man. The 
adventures are very funny indeed, but the philosophical implications are less so. It 
is one of those novels in which a lot more is meant to have been said than actually 
ever is. In spite of this, there are many hilarious scenes during many fantastic es- 
ecapades~ when Sammy and Jake spend an afternoon playing the horses, or when Jake and 
Finn steal an acting dog - and there is always a nice sense of place- in varying sectors 
of London and Paris. In other words, take the fun and let the moral go. (LC: 54-7053) 
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April 20 


LaCapria, Raffaele Farrar, Straus & Young @ 5 
A DAY OF IMPATIENCE $3.00 


eR IEE = 


Again, in a fairly direct line of descent from Moravia, this is a sensuous 
reconnaissance of youthful passion, and the transition between innocence and experience 
is marked by curiosity, desire, and disgust. A nameless first person transcribes his 
attraction to Mira, who is older- 22- and unpredictable. Gay, sullen, listless, passion- 
ate, she provokes him- and rejects him- and he wants not only to possess her (as he does- 
for one afternoon) but to possess her past in which there have been several men- among 
them Carlo, recently released from prison and now involved with a homosexual; From the 
random comments of others, from a letter, from her own equivocal activities, he recon- 
structs her betrayal- by Carlo- and then witnesses his own with Carlo's return and Mira's 
abrupt departure with him.... LaCapria writes without illusion, with a certain clinical 
candor, and with a rather remorseless use of unfortunate details which corroborate the 
accuracy of the experience here but do not contribute to its enjoyment- for others. 


(LC: 54-7308) 
April 26 


de Onis, Harriet- £d. Knopf 
SPANISH STORIES AND TALES $3.95 


A fine collection of Spanish and South American stories is culled from the work 
of famous writers and presented to show the development of the short story form from the 
15th century to the present. By way of introduction, the editor points up the following 
as main trends: From the oriental didactic and early exemplary tales there was the slow 
beginning of a more personal expression in the time of Cervantes that continued to flourish 
through the Renaissance; within the mood writing of romanticism there were the seeds of 
realism and the increasing individualism that extends to the modern day. The stories them- 
selves illustrated the many different motifs and "schools" and above all the quality that 
makes them typical of a people, which Miss de Onis defines as an attitude that sees man 
not as an abstract entity but a figure tossed about by his individuality, emotion and the 
problem of free will. Emphasizing modern more than early writers, the twenty-three selec- 
tions include Cervantes' The Call of the Blood, Unamuno's searching study of a priest, 
Saint Manuel Bueno, Martyr, Valle-Inclan's My Sister Antonia a story of retribution and 
madness, the Uruguyan Quiroga's The Fatherland, The Tattletale Parrot from,the Book of 
Sendebar. Good- and all have been well translated. Market for students. (LC: 53-9479) ) 


Van Dorp, Jan Putnam 
THE SABLE LION $3.50 


The ingredients for a lusty tale of derring do are inherent in this novel by 
@ young Belgian, whose work has already proved very successful in his own country. In 
this- his first appearance in America- the weight of historical material, unfamiliar and 
at times confusing to most American readers, too often dulls the impact of the story it- 
self. A panoramic tale of a corsair and soldier of fortune, Marinus De Boer, who in the 
late 17th century founded a dynasty and built his native Ostend into an important port. 
England, France and Spain were at each others throats; Ostend, in Flanders, was a corri- 
dor for the armies of Europe. At eleven, Marinus saw his father fall a victim to Dutch 
privateers, and swore vengeance, going to sea himself to prey on Dutch and Spanish vessels. 
Adopted by a corsair and his giant friend, he learned from them the craft that brought 
him fame and fortune, as he led his men on raids even to the port of London. When he 
lost his right arm, he turned over to his sons the dream of conquest of the wealth of ©} 
India, and there the jungle and enemies at home and abroad, cut short the dream, brought 
failure which only Marinus' grandsons could redeem. There's romance as well as adventure | 
here, but the characters are stock figures, and the writing fails to rescue the story 
for this reader at least. The publishers have confidence in its repeating its European 
success. We have fingers crossed. 
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April 2? 


Freedman, Benedict & Nancy Crown 
THE SPARK AND THE EXODUS $3.00 


The authors of the popular Mrs. Mike (1947) again tell the story of pioneers- 
a small band of Zionists who dream of returning to the land of their fathers in 1906. 
Exiled and suffering under Russian oppression, there are a few among the Jews of Tolne 
who respond to the messages of The Spark and who secretly make their plans to migrate. 
But Meir, the half-Jew, spying for the police, betrays the group and is instrumental 
in causing the death of The Spark, and it is only Joseph, Saul and Deborah, Joseph's 
sister, who are ready to leave with their guide, the peddler Menachem. They are 
joined by the charity student, Johanan, and Meir, anxious now to escape the police, 
and head for their goal, Israel. Haunted by their Talmudic heritage, in fear of 
Russian apprehension, their travels bring many adventures that try their faith and 
their loyalty and, for Johanan, establish his love for Deborah. When Johanan is lost 
the others reach their destination, to live in despair until Johanan finds them and 
renews their confidence. Steeped in Hasidic thought, this makes vivid the enslave- 
ment of the Jews, the power of a dream and the personal problems of the pilgrims. 
(Lc: 54-6627) 

April ?? 


Gordon, Ian Crown 
THE WHIP HAND $3.00 


The pitch on Cully Fuller, the most successful advertising man on Madison 
Avenue, shows that he is the end product of his wife's aggressive ambition, and ex- 
cept for one short attempt to leave her, Cully is the victim of a woman he no longer 
loves and a life he never wanted. It is Francie, his stepdaughter- and fonder of 
him than her own mother- who tries to free him by introducing him to a contemporary, 
Ada, whose wholehearted worship brings him to the point where he asks for a divorce- 
and goes to Reno. Alone in New York, Ada's faith in herself- and in Cully- is quickly 
destroyed by Sylvie, Cully's wife, and she leaves town. So when Cully returns- a 
free man- it is to the love of Francie acknowledged for the first time.... The hull- 
ing of a huckster- right down to the skin- this is glib, glandular entertainment. 
(LC: 54-6640) 

May 2° |7 


Carson, Robert Henry Holt 
THE QUALITY OF MERCY $3250 


An inquiry into the death of Thelma Smith, found drowned in a few inches of 
water in a sump hole, exhumes not only the possibility of murder but pursues several 
lines of speculation- and evasion- with cold persistence. And the investigation by 
Warren Hearst, a private detective originally hired by an insurance company since 
there is a question of single or double indemnity, becomes more than a professional 
obligation and almost a private compulsion- as his unsupported conviction that Howard 
Smith has killed his wife keeps him on the case which has been officially closed. 
Through neighbors, family, and finally Julian Mayo- whom Howard had loved and to 
whom Warren is not immune, he comes closer to the facts of the crime; to Thelma, 
frowzy and frayed by headaches and liquor; to Howard, whose fatuous devotion only 
makes his final disposition of her more brutal; and finally to the confession secured 
not without its transmission of guilt to Warren- too.... An autopsy, in which sensa-. 
tionalism is subdued by severity, and the small, ugly realities of the crime provoke 
a certain curiosity- unattended by sympathy. (LC: 54-5443) 


Gibbs, Philip Roy 
LADY OF THE YELLOW RIVER $2.75 


A tribute to Betty Loveday Lavenham is also a lament for the not too long 
lost world of traditional elegance and opulence in pre-war China. From a well born 
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and well established British family, Betty comes out from a convent school in Shanghai 

to a whirl of parties and picnics- and the devoted attendance of Hal Lavenham, among 

others. But since she finds no safety in numbers, she agrees to marry Hal and eventually © 
learns to love him. The threatening shadow of Communism lengthens into the reality of 

war; Hal signs up, and for Betty there is the horror of more than three years in an in- 

ternment camp; there is no word from Hal, and she almost dies, but her spirited gaiety 

sustains her, rather than the reader, until the armistice which returns her to England 

and her husband.... A sentimental epitaph, decorous and deliberate. (IC: 54-6745) 


May 6 


Doubleday 


Bassett, Sara Ware 
ADRIFT $2.75 
eeeeoe but not for long, is Anne Jameson, abandoned by her husband, after the 
war which finds him sadly changed. The purchase of a house in Belleport proves to have 
been impulsive- the house is only a shanty- but it brings new friends and the Cape is to 
exert its homeopathic influence. She secures a position as companion to a widower; she 
is offered the love of an upstanding young man which she must refuse; but her husband's 
death in a plane crash frees her for a better future. Prophylactic. (LC: 54-6784 ) 


Conrad, Earl Doubleday 
GULF STREAM NORTH $3.50 


An exciting narrative account, told by the Negro first mate, of five days of 
fishing on a menhaden boat plying the waters up the seacoast from Georgia. The menhaden 
are members of the herring family, and this small fish is a large oil producer and to 
some extent a replacement of the whale. The fraternity who fish for menhaden are perhaps © 
different from fishermen anywhere else; there is no "white wall" in their relationship, 
and the crews share in the take. On the first day of fishing, the men swap yarns about 
"ghost ships" and wonder if their ship is jinxed; on the second day they catch a big 
school- but let it go in order not to damage the net; on the third day, they strike it 
rich; and on the fourth, their ship is damaged and the first mate has a nasty time with 
an octopus; on the fifth day they hit a storm and the ship goes down. But it is not 
the incidents here which give the book its power- but rather the integrity of the char- 
acters and their relationship to one another, as well as a lack of polemics which lends 
eloquence to the treatment of the race question. (LC: 54-6787) 


Franken, Rose Doubleday 
RENDEZVOUS $3.50 


eeeee nOt with Claudia, but with Josephine, who has a little of her ingenuous 
and generous nature but has been raised by more severe standards in the small French 
village of Eze. Josephine goes to England, and then America, with the Nelsons, and when 
she returns to Eze, she is no longer ready for the steady, prosaic courtship of Jacques. 
She is also the intermediary between her parents- and her brother Pierre, who has married 
a shallow slattern, Marie, a German girl, who neither cooks nor cleans but spends her days 
at the gambling tables in Monte Carlo. Josephine covers for her while she is alive, and 
with her death, sacrifices her savings and her possible return to America- but restores 
her brother's faith in his wife to ease her loss....... Good deeds- glowing in the in- 
candescence of simple lives and loving hearts, this ministers to gentle, sentimental 


tastes. Rentals. (LC: 54-6250) 
May 11 © 


Guinn, Jack Little, Brown 
THE CAPERBERRY BUSH $3.95 


Plenty of caper - and bushy tail - for a politely bilious newspaper story, 
which rewrite man, Joe Ely (who has known better days under old man Duncan), tells in 
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tight-lipped small humored way. The set-up, strictly mechanical, is: Mrs. Duncan, who 
can be had, is running for governor on the Democratic ticket but has just endorsed 
the Republican presidential candidate; her opponent, Dr. 0. Penfield Hill, an up and 
coming messiah, turns out to have a rather gamy past; there is a refugee scientist 
whose aim is to bring peace to the world with his truth serum and who is an FBI secret 
agent when he turns up missing. Hill puts the heat on Mrs. Duncan and she pushes the 
Bulletin to put more heat under Hill and with the truth serum genius dosing up bookies, 
(physically)- but dangerous (personally and politically) drug - things HAPPEN. This 

is a time clocking of satirical to ludicrous events in the last days of an election, 
told in wry perspective which tallies the poison in virtue along with the venality of 
journalism and city government. In many ways a funnier, and sharper story than 72 Cents 
but vocationally as pertinent - and pert. (LC: 54-6877) 


May 13 


Jonas, Carl | Little, Brown 
RILEY MCCULLOUGH $3.95 


The divided opinions of critics and general readers concerning this author's 
earlier Jefferson Selleck will help - and hinder - the sale of this new book. Just as 
the narrator, Riley McCullough, makes a point of the long pregnancies in his family, 
so is this the extended parturition of an adult for Riley finally comes to the end of 
his revels and accomplishes what he always wanted to do - to marry his cousin, Anas- 
tasia Westward. And through the long years between is the long inventory of Riley's 
life as, Mitty-like, his dreams of glory run alongside the chain reactions that in- 
volve him. Admiring his uncle and resentful he wasn't his father, devoted to the 
farm, Nonesuch, and a real estate bubble, Riley is caught by Emmy and rebels against 
marriage and her pragmatic mind. Although divorced they are together again in Gate- 
way, a midwest town, and Riley's irresponsibility lands him in jail, in ea scheme for 
rain making, in the practice of Cogitology, and in making a real effort to win Anas- 
tasia. Emmy's pregnancy almost hooks him but the baby himself is proof of the real 
father and Anastasia surrenders. A patterned non-pattern, this catalogs the evils 
of the age in cumulated cliches, parades a defiant exhibitionism and mirrors a self- 
distorted world. This will be modern mumbo-jumbo for many. (LC: 54-6882) 


May 17 


Rowans, Virginia Crowell 
HOUSE PARTY $3.50 


A Fourth of July weekend in once wealthy, once fashionable Pruitt's Landing 
adds more than a firecracker or two to the lives of Mrs. Ames, her family and guests. 
For Paul brings exquisite but exacting Claire, Eleanor has Joe, Katherine is swooning 
over Manning Stone, a phony, and Bryan is still Mrs. Ames' favorite son, and banker. 
It takes Joe quite a while to learn there is no wealth behind the enormous Long 
Island home; it takes Katherine longer and many drinks later to wake up to Manning's 
false charm and to the greater worth of her cousin's fiance-to-be; Bryan is attracted 
to local Betty but loses out to Paul when Claire is shown up in a showdown. And all 
Mrs. Ames' worries are over when the house is burned to the ground. These domestic 
dithers are more graceless than gracious, more forced than familiar. (IC: 54-6893) 


May 18 


Deasy, Mary Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE CORIOLI AFFAIR $3.75 


Report repeated from page 42 of the January 15th bulletin, as follows: "A 
period piece which borders on melodrama and which is set in Corioli, a town on a river 
running into the Mississippi, in the 1880's. Lacey Dereen, a young girl, just over 
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from Ireland, tells her own story as she secures a job as a teacher in Le Jeune through 

the efforts of a cousin with Mrs. Sallie Dayton, the wife of a steamboat operator. Sallie's 
husband, Jed, falls in love with her- and she with him- and while she keeps him at a dis- @ 
tance, gossip grows, Lacey is discharged from her school job, and Jed leaves his wife to 

go off with her. Sallie is murdered- and Jed, although innocent, is arrested and brought 

to trial. After an unsatisfactory manslaughter verdict and a raid on the jail by a lynch 

mob, Jed escapes with broken ribs and internal injuries- and as he and Lacey attempt to 

reach safety- he dies. The story keeps moving- and while the reader never finds out 

what kinds of people Jed and Lacey really are- their story has a certain external inten- 

sity." Literary Guild selection for June will precipitate this towards a popular public. 


(Ic: 54-5131) 
May 19 


Little, Brown 


Essex, Harry J. 
I PUT MY RIGHT FOOT IN $3.75 
The savage to sour saga of play production is told by Danny Wolfe, co-author 
with Oscar Robbins, of the opus in question and the victim of his own ambition and self- 
ish drive. From the literary agent, to Lou Morris who buys the option, on to the shoe- 
string backers, Kinglin and Roland, who bear down on the untried writers, and then to 
the director and cast, Danny fights - and not always pretty - his way and learns about 
show business. His conscience, made up of his old parents in Coney Island, and his 
straight thinking wife Elsie, can be quieted,for when rewrite, play doctors, and the 
slow murder of old Morris look too tough, it is always the Broadway opening that must 
be considered; when he loses his touchstone of humanity, there is always someone to 
blame. Only, with all the lousing up, the Baltimore opening and the last version on 
the stage - Broadway thumbs down with the verdict it is the authors who must be blamed 
for a bad play. A knowledge of the sharp edges of the bright lights, the sellout of @ 
integrity, and all the characters that inhabit a cutthroat world give this an authen- 
ticity which should attract a Variety and main stem audience. (LC: 54-6883) 


Morrow 


Skelton, Peter 
THE CHARM OF HOURS $4.00 

A memoir of a last, boyhood summer in Zarmdorn, a small, Dutch coastal village, 
is recollected in tranquility and forms a frangible pattern of impressions and illusions 
which, while filtered in time, have not contracted and retain the spontaneous excitement 
and exaggeration of youth- as well as its susceptibility and hesitancy and on occasion, 
subterfuge. And so it is, in the interim between school terms, and in the imminence of 
the war, that Edwin, sixteen, idles away the "charm of hours" in Zarmdorn which offers 
little entertainment but the leisure in which to indulge his overwhelming love for 
Venetia, first seen through a binocular. There is their initial nervous meeting and 
a sullen departure; the ordeal of a quarrel; and then the separation of war becomes a 
reality- and he is returned to school.... A reminiscence of a transient time which has 
its own quiet allure- much of it due to niceties of sensibility and style. (1C:54-7099) 


May 24 


Dutton 


Holt, Felix 
DAN'L BOONE KISSED ME $3.00 


The author of The Gabriel Horn (1951) provides pleasant reading with a story 
set in Kentucky's Jackson Purchase country in the 1840's. The coming of a Jew to Cal- 
vary stirs the curiosity of young Zeff Caldwell and his contemporaries; it is the sign @ 
of prosperity -to-come to Clint Wheelock and Zeff's father; it is doom according to an 
itinerant Mohammedan; to Grandma the Jew is Dan'l Boone, long remembered. The Caldwell 
household is ruled by Pappy Duke, whose desire for respectability causes his pretty 
sister and his less forceful brother distress. Times change - the sister finds an Army 
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husband, the brother prosperity; Duke's son marries the daughter of a man Duke con- 
sidered riff-raff, and Duke changes his mind. The revolt of the family and irre- 
spectability give Duke a chance to recoup - he prevents a lynching and ensures his 
own standing as the man to represent Calvary in the Legislature. Tenderness and 
humor, though at times somewhat forced, tone the story, again told by a young nar- 
rator - in which character is stated rather than sketched, the issues remain un- 
resolved. (LC; 54-5830) 


May 24 


Cochran, Louis Little, Brown-D.S. & P. 
ROW'S END $3.50 


This is a very overwrought novel about the further disintegration of the 
old plantation- south. Joseph Augustus Turner, an overseer's son and just one gen- 
eration removed from "pore white trash" returns home from college to find things in 
a ferment. The sharecroppers are about to form a union in defiance of Old Man Lige 
Smith who keeps their cotton in a storehouse while their families starve. Old Lige 
uses young Turner as an informer, until he acknowledges his own humble origins and 
joins the sharecroppers. Tension reaches its height when General Butler, a "white" 
Negro, asks if the union will accept "colored". But the sharecroppers are white 
supremacists still, and they turn on Butler. I wonder if you've guessed that when 
General Butler, who has forgotten the terrain because he's been up No'th to school, 
seeks refuge in the shack of the white organizer and finds only his sister at home, 
he precipitates the manhunt which follows. The whole disagreeable mess ends up 
with the death of Old Man Lige, actually the Negro's father, when he tries to 
shield his son. Then everyone is sorry and mellow- the reader may just be sorry. 


(1c: 54-6887) 
May 26 


Priestley, J.B. Harper 
THE MAGICIANS $3.00” 


A bit of whimsy superimposed on what might have been a combination of 
Executive Suitewith an alternative ending, produces a novel with an original theme 
that doesn't quite come off. Charles Ravenstreet is gently but firmly eased out of 
the business that has been the whole of his life interest, and is left rich, bored 
and alone. A chance at a production job which would put a miracle drug over on 
the public seems his best bet, despite his distrust of the key people involved, 
when an accident (or was it planned?) thrusts upon him three unexpected house guests, 
who turn out to be "the magicians". And it was magic indeed that they performed, 
as they brought him into awareness once again of the continuity of forgotten epi- 
sodes of his past, the menace of the present, and a chance- in the midst of death- 
to make a new start. There's an assumption here of accepted significance of over- 
lapping of space and time spans, of past, present and future; there is no attempt 
to rationalize the magic with reality- things just happen, fortuitously or dis- 
astrously, according to where you sit, and there are some loose ends (the suggested 
affaire-Mavis) that don't belong in the all lived happily ever after ending. Closer 
to Jenny Villiers than anything else he has done, but the sustained magic of that 
book is lacking here. Possibly the Priestley name still has a pull. (LC: 54-6027) 


May 27% %! 
Auchincloss, Louis , Houghton, Mifflin 
THE ROMANTIC EGOISTS $3.00 


A selection of shorter pieces have the worldly- as well as literary- demean- 
our of his novels, and are associated, not only by the first person but undemonstra- 
tive commentary of Peter Westcott, but also by the social situations which define and 
direct the lives here, at a boys' preparatory school, in the navy, in a New York law 
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firm, and even abroad. And here, in a world which is established at birth and protected 
by appropriate affiliations and unassailable traditions, there is the occasional viola- 
tion of a predetermined code of conduct. At Shirley School, "100 years of accumulated @ 
idealism", a boy's defense of a "new boy" provokes a ruthless ostracism; Arlie Kane, 
stigmatized by his money in school, later finds that it is a barrier in the normal pursuit 
of a wife- and a career; Wally's applications for shore duty- during the war- is a nag- 
ging reminder of the worst in each of them; Ellis, a commanding officer, faces the freeze 
of the Harvard accents of his subordinates in the wardroom; Timmy Colt, an assiduous young 
lawyer, is gored by a wealthy client and sacrificed to mammon... These and others reveal 
a caste-iron world of pressures and prejudices, conformism and contempt, and after a com- 
mentary which is as implacable as it is impeccable. (IC: 54-5984) 


One Late Comer 
Appleton -Century-Crofts 


McMeekin, Clark 
TYRONE OF KENTUCKY $3.50 

The Kentucky scene once again, but this time with a new quality and tempo. No 
moonlight and honeysuckle- no romantic bluegrass - but the grim aftermath of hate and 
suspicion, disunion and poverty, left as heritage of the War between the States. There's 
an authentic note to the climate of opinion drawn here, and kind of integrity of inter- 
pretation that gives body to a somewhat anticlimactic story. David Tyrone, wounded and 
hospitalized in Alabama, marries too hastily a girl who was somehow involved with a deep 
sense of guilt in his mind, over the death of her young brother. The return home to Ken- 
tucky finds the young couple confronted with the unpopularity of the lost Confederate 
cause, with the open criticism of David for not coming back to marry the girl to whom he 
was pledged, and with Glen's secretiveness, deviousness and arrogance. Too bad that no 
measure of sympathy for her in the disasters she brings upon them survives, for the end 
disaster and her small measure of regret leaves the reader with no modicum of hope for @ 


any happiness in store. (3/26. LC: 54-7156) 


DEADLY DANGER, HOWDY STRANGER, SPACE RANGER 
April 9 


Gilbert, Anthony Random House 
DEATH WON'T WAIT $2.50 


Con Gardiner's loneliness is broken into by Caro Graves and his private life 
destroyed when she is hunted for her husband's murder. It is only when Arthur Crook is 
called in that proper steps are taken to keep his client from swinging as he backtracks 
for the dead man's associates and the activities that caused his death. Another near- 
murder pays off for Crook to tag his killer. Upsa daisy for our Arthur. (LC: 5%-5969) 


April 15 


Knight, Adam Appleton-Century-Crofts 
I'LL KILL YOU NEXT: $2.75 


Steve Conacher, with his ulcer bumping gut, skip tracing a vanished cartoonist, 
Mike Smith, gets entangled with a mess of maggots when Smith's death by accident turns 
out to be murder. The connection with Luke Yorke, creator of a popular comic strip, and 
his business-family set-up, three stacked, and stacked again, babes, trouble with the 
police - all figure in another killing and Conacher's play-off. Annoying. (LC: 54-6682) 


Joscelyn, Archie Avalon 
TRAPPERS' RENDEZVOUS $2.50 
ee+ee and more than fur is flying when Peter Irons sets out for the wilderness @ 
to trade with the Indians against Paul Higginson, and in the face of a fallen market. 4 
With him on the trail is Rowena, who is to marry Higginson and does not know that he is 
living with an Indian squaw. Discomfited by Rowena's presence, Higginson murders Run- 


ning Fawn, deflects suspicion against Irons who is a voluntary victim to avert further 
bloodshed- but Rowena, alerted to the truth, intercedes to save him. Firm. 
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April 16 2) 


Conklin, Groff- fd. Vanguard 
SCIENCE-FICTION THINKING MACHINES $3.50 


Three sections (robots, androids and computers) pursue the mechanical areas 
of SF to the utmost logic and Simak, Asimov, Lieber, Tenn, Sturgeon, Clement and others 
send them along their way, to end with Karel Capek's f.U.. an early word on men and 
machines. From individual baby-sitters, to a runaway gagman, to an automatic city 
and on to pseudo-life, these twenty tales specialize most competently, and have intro- 
ductory signposts for an inquiring audience. Plus a list of supplementary reading. 
(Ic: 54-6995 ) 

April 19 


Sheckley, Robert Ballantine 
UNTOUCHED BY HUMAN HANDS $2.50- $.35 


Some projections, and abstractions, in the shorter form, conjure up dark 
spirits from the past- as well as specters of worlds to come. In the title story, 
two men search for food on a deserted planet- only to find that they will be con- 
sumed; an Impacted Man is caught between civilizations; the Cost of Living ina 
push-button world is gutted incentive; a curious, conscientious citizen becomes a 
living sacrifice for a dark cult; a marauder from 2000 B.C. makes amends with dia- 
monds and rubies; etc. etc. - these stories apply imagination and irony to this genre. 
(Lc: 54-7987) 

April 21 


Crump, Louise Longmans, Green 
THE FACE OF FEAR $3.00 


Miss Martha, all eyes and ears on a small town newspaper, views with dismay 
the proposed Delta wedding of Lynn Eaton, the daughter of hateful, hated Miss Sadie, 
to an older man as she attempts to escape her mother. Death makes this unnecessary- 
but Lynn, in the evidence she withholds, is the victim not only of the murderer- but 
of the town as well, until she is forced to violate a misguided loyalty. Deep south- 
ern- but not deep. (LC: 54-7474) 


Healy, Raymond J.- fd. Holt 
NINE TALES OF SPACE AND TIME $3.50 


A cosmic collection from ardent practioners, this has explicit directives 
in its individual introductions and continues the path of its predecessor New Tales 
of Space and Time. Boucher, McComas, Gold and Campbell turn their talents to theology, 
penology, a remade earthman and the contest between two cultures: Bretnor envisages 
cats as the genius of the species; Neville lets Jettyann, a non-human, grow up; Dr. 
Fink formularizes morons into geniuses; Fenton takes over a Hollywood intellectual and 
the editor burlesques a visitation in Devon. High priests in high altitudes.(1LC:54-7026) 


May 26 


Carr, John Dickson Harper +, 
THE THIRD BULLET $2.50 15 
7 stories from Ellery Queen's Mystery Magazine counter unreason with reason 
as blunt instruments, guns, timing and locked rooms are investigated. Sir Henry Meri- 
vale, almost flamdoodled, and Dr. Gideon Fell, chins up, out and quivering, display 
their ingenuity in four of them; there's Scotland Yard, a French newspaperwoman - and 
Edgar Allen Poe as the brains of the other three. Active mental exercise. (16:54-6009) 














kt « 4 29 3S = March 15, 1954 


-216- N 0 
MUST BOOKS 
May’26 4 22 @ 
Clark, Mark Harper 
FROM THE DANUBE TO THE YALU $5.00 


* A sequel to Calculated Risk - and of more immediate interest and news value in 
that this is primarily the story of General Clark's year of duty in Korea, a year that 
saw the cease fire - and the endless months of almost fruitless negotiations - and the 
Little and Big Switch POW operations. A year on which he entered just as the shameful 
Communist- stimulated prison riots were highlighted by the snatching of General Dodd, 
and the concessions of General Colson. But it is much more than just a record of events. 
It is a penetrating and fearless commentary on the basic weaknesses of American policy 
that made possible the burgeoning growth of Soviet power, from the concessions made at the 
Danube, the clauses in the Balkan peace terms which gave Russia practically free entry, 
the yielding to the (often Communist inspired) demand for swift demobilization, the grow- 
ing chain of evidence of Communists in both working and planning levels in Army and State 
Departments. Some of this was offset by the Marshall Plan, by Point Four. But decisions 
were repeatedly made, damaging to America in Europe, in Asia, proof not necessarily of 
collusion, but of our amateurs facing Soviet professionals across the conference table, 
of our reluctance to face the fact that only FORCE is the answer to Soviet duplicity. 
When he came to Korea, he saw three choices:- stalemate continued, a decisive victory, an 
He accepted the third decision, though he did not- and dces not- 
agree that it was the right one. He felt a second chance was given when Eisenhower became _ 
President; and again attempted to follow through on the decision. This is a closeup of 
the political along with the diplomatic and military operation as is possible today. There's 
an immense amount of absorbing analysis and detail of successive moves and countermoves, 
personalities, conflicts, advances and set-backs; there's the actual record of the case @ 
histories taken from the released prisoners, which formed the backbone of Lodge's report 
to the U.N. And throughout General Clark does not hesitate to speak his mind. Quoting 
from his text this book might better have been titled Unfinished Business. (LC: 54-6010) 


honorable armistice. 


May 7 


Dean, Maj. Gen. Wm. F. Viking 
as told to Wm. L. Worden GENERAL DEAN'S STORY $5.00 


A story of survival against incredible obstacles, this first hand experience 
of the American General captured after close to a month evading the North Koreans, alone, 
without food or water or shelter most of the time. It is an adventure story that would 
read like fiction, and be shrugged aside as impossible. Today, as a true experience, it 
is a great tribute to the fortitude and endurance and spirit of one man. Then follows 
the years as a lone prisoner, never turned over to the Chinese for transfer to a prison 
camp, but held, under guard, questioned hours on end, threatened with torture, restricted 
to starvation rations - or at best the rations of the undernourished Korean guards- allow- 
ed no exercise, other than what he sneaked, cheated of normal variations in sitting, 
standing, lying down. With the appearance of an Australian correspondent who had been won 
over to Communism, Dean's situation improved materially, and the alteration probably saved 
his life and his sanity. This is an amazingly detailed and complete recall, down to the 
give and take of interrogation, the names and individualities of his captors, tormentors 
and guards. Implicit in the record is his own undeviating faith in the democratic way of 
life, his determination to learn what makes the other side think and act as it does, his 
realization of the inadequacies of preparation, ideologically, on the American side, where 
our way of life is taken completely for granted. Parts of the story appeared in the S.E.P. 


Illustrated with photographs and maps. (LC: 54-7569) 
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An Odd Assortment- But Some Offer Opportunity 


Nehru's niece, daughter of Madame Pandit, Nayantara Sahgal's autobiography. PRISON AND 
CHOCOLATE CAKE (Knopf); Jerome Weidman’s unique TRAVELER'S CHEQUE (Doubleday), bhopular 
Science special, ANIMALS, MEN AND MYTHS by Richard Lewinsohn (Harper), and an oddity, | 


THE WONDERFUL WRITING MACHINE by Bruce Bliven, Jr. (Random House); ali should reward 
your personal attention. See following section for reports. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
April 14 
Weiss, M. Jerry | Morrow -Whiteside 
GUIDANCE THROUGH DRAMA $3.95 


Six plays by Dr. Weiss who has done extensive work with such organizations 
as the New York City Board of Education and Teachers College at Columbia University, 
have for their purpose the presentation of problems for discussion with parent, teach- 
er and child study groups. Each has been previously published and tried before such 
& group, and as experiments they seem worth their salt. The common characteristics 
of each are a family problem and an indefinite ending that leaves the solution or 
possible alternatives up to the audience. Here are three of the plays and their plots: 
"Parents are People" asks what to do when an irresponsible daughter of 20 runs out on 
a baby sitting job. "The Actor" shows the bad effects of the stifling of a son's 
talents because of financial straits- and is more of a puzzler than the first play. 

A third "Greetings-From" examines the pros and cons of army enlistment and leaves the 
decision to the boy in question. In all, the scope of the problem is more than one- 
sided, characterizations are true, and though their value needs further testing at 
group level they strike important chords. 


April 15 


Bradley, Carolyn G. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
WESTERN WORLD COSTUME $6.00 


"An Outline History" facilitates reference to a comprehensive compendium of 
costumes from primitive times to 1952, with an increasing emphasis on the variations 
of fashion in modern times. A general chronology of historical events and social changes 
precedes each chapter in which fashions for both men and women, dress, hair, headdress, 
footwear, accessories, jewelry, colors, and make-up are included and illustrated with 
explicit line drawings. Each period (prehistoric; Egypt; Asiatic Empires; Greece; Rome; 
Byzantium; the Middle Ages; and the centuries- either whole- or in part) is followed by 
a bibliography of other works to be consulted and a glossary of terms... For fashion 
or (theatrical) costume designers- and illustrators, an excellent single volume at an 
accessible price. (IC: 53-7150) 


Rose, Anna Perrot Houghton, Mifflin 
THE GENTLE HOUSE $2.75 


A concluding chapter to Room For One More has the forthright and robust warmth 
of the earlier book and tells of her experience with Andris, a Latvian D.P. orphan of 
eleven whom she first met in the school where she was teaching, and who proved to be a 
behaviour problem which his prospective foster-parents decided to avoid. Widowed, a 
little old for the job, and in the face of the disapproval of the Welfare people, Mrs. 
Rose decided to take Andris home, and with her he found his "gentle house... a place 
where you feel so safe". Unpredictable, unreasonable, unruly- Andris was, in the first 
two years, a small temper tornado (his screeching spells could last up to nine hours); 
he showed violent resistances (usually later explained by his dreadful war background); 
he had a real language barrier- "English I do not speak waliwell"-and he refused to try 
to learn to read- until three years later his feeling of acceptance- as one of the fa- 
mily- changed his mind. And her story of the acclimatization and adjustment of an ob- 
durate, obstreperous, sometimes unintelligible but always understandable youngster has 
its moments of humor and a consistent human interest. (LC: 54-6819) 














Non-fiction March 15, 1954 


-218- 
April 15 


Carson, Gerald Oxford © 
THE OLD COUNTRY STORE $5.00 


American social history has many faces, and this in its frame of reference is a 
not unimportant one. For the old country story wasthe focus of much of the economic, po- 
litical, commercial, and human activity over a hundred years and more of our history. The 
storekeeper, at the end of the War of Independence, faced disaster until the country's 
currency was stabilized. Barter was the rule and not the exception- and continued to re- 
flect the pattern of progress, as commodities changed hands. The rise of the merchant class 
had its beginnings here, and the young trader had need for a wide range of abilities and 
aptitudes and interests. The peddlers, whether pack peddlers, or operating from canal 
boats, carts or flatboats, were integral to the processes of trade, and the folklore of 
the early peddlers marked the progress to becoming storekeepers. Here is the story, in 
vivid picturesque terms, of a phase of America that has gone. (LC: 54-5290) 


April 19 


Farrar, Straus & Young 


Edlin, Sara B. 
THE UNMARRIED MOTHER IN OUR SOCIETY $3.00 
A summing up of some forty years' experience as director of the Lakeview Home 
for unwed mothers reveals not only a new orientation towards this problem but the changes 
in social attitudes and aids which have been effected. And so, from the physical improve- 
ment of the home, a cheerless place when she first arrived there, to the introduction of 
an educational program and recreational facilities, Mrs. Edlin deals with the sad situa- 
tion of the unmarried mother in terms of the background from which she derives as well as 
the future she will face; the pattern of the girl who has been rejected, or overprotected, © 
and whose immature resentment of the parent-child relationship has led:to this. The re- 
actions of the family; of the father of the child; and finally the disposition of the 
baby with the increasing trend toward adoption, and the reversal of her own point of view 
since she has found that helping a girl to keep her baby has not been ultimately construc- 
tive for either the girl or the child.... Those concerned, primarily social and welfare 
workers, will find this study enlightened and experienced. (LC: 54-7309) 


April 21 


Goldberg, Rube & Vanguard 
Boal, Sam RUBE GOLDBERG'S GUIDE TO EUROPE $2.00 


A piece of nonsense in which Rube Goldberg's unrestrained drawings are accompanied 
with equally unimportant information about travel abroad. From the take-off, to tourist 
high spats, to answers to recurrent questions, to money and measuring systems, away we go 
to photography (a world shaking invention here), to short histories of sightseeing musts, 
and end with the incubus of bringing presents home. For the silly season in going away 


gifts. 
April 26 


Thomas, Benjamin P. Knopf 
LINCOLN'S NEW SALEM $2.50 


A monograph, first published in 1934 by the Abraham Lincoln Association, is here 
revised in light of further research in the intervening years, and proves to be a pleasant 
consideration of the small pioneer town, the community around it and the six years young 
Lincoln spent there. Here is the beginning when Rutledge and Camron built their grist and 
sawmill, when this was followed by a store and then a "grocery" (saloon) as families came 
to settle, on to the peak year of 1832 and then the fading and complete disappearance of 
New Salem. During its brief day, this pictures the residents, the past-times, the customs, 
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the manner of life and thought, the houses and the furnishings and continues with a 
record of the firsts in Lincoln's years there, the roots of his “later, greater" 
life and the growth of the Lincoln legend and the restoration of the town because of 
his association with it. Exact footnoting for serious students, this is a useful 
companion for the author's Abraham Lincoln (1952). The drawings are by Romaine 
Proctor from photographs and there are maps. (LC: 54-5265) 


ot 


Apr i 130 


Moats, Alice-Leone Viking. 
AT HOME ABROAD $500 
g ra 
A good preparatory course for the first-time traveler, this concentrates on 
general information and indoctrination and if closely attended will guide the way to 
maximum enjoyment of foreign countries. First to make sense of the impulse to be on 
your way you must do your homework on an itinerary, decide whether to solo or to join 
a group, estimate your own limitations and necessities AND give real thought to the 
budget. Then get the paperwork out of the way (passports, etc.); shop about for 
transportation and accommodations and brush up on a severe Emily Posting for Ameri- 
cans on foreign shores. The routines of air and sea passages, clothes and luggage, 
what to expect in hotels, exchange, studying up for sightseeing, the possibilities 
of romance for both sexes, gypping and tipping, health, short cuts for economies - 
that about rounds out the pre-departure conditioning for the tourist willing to work 
on some practical techniques. Sensible advice, instructions and admonitions for both 
attitude and activities, this minces no words in its charting a trip that will give 
you your money's worth. Worthwhile. (LC: 54-7981) 


May 3 


Delano, Margaret Tupper & Love 
HOW TO BE A TOP SECRETARY $3.95 


A secretarial handbook written as a complete reference book for secretaries 
and a textbook for instruction in secretarial duties and practice, this will have a 
special appeal for the neophyte in the profession rather than for someone already on 
her way. It takes up in four sections the particulars of personal qualities, office 
procedure, dictation and transcription, and grammar. The approach is direct and firm; 
specifics range from punctuality and dress to handling travel arrangements, proper ad- 
dressing of officials and professional men, and the inevitable uses of commas and periods. 
Illustrations are included in Appendix A; thirty work projects from human relations to 
classifying mail comprise Appendix B. Especially useful in conjunction with training 
courses. 

Sahgal, Nayantara Knopf 

PRISON AND CHOCOLATE CAKE $3.50 


The daughter of Mme. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit and niece of Jawaharlal Nehru af- 
.ords a warm, personal and unique view of the leaders in India's campaign for freedom 
as she grew up in a household dedicated to liberty and non-violence. For Tara and her 
two sisters politics and prison were a part of childhood - both their parents and their 
beloved uncle Mamu would march cheerfully off to jail at intervals. Intimate and loving 
associations with Gandhi, Nehru, her gifted and courageous parents form an integral part 
of the book, which also tells of the living Indian culture which enriched the lives of 
family and servants. Tara writes of her coming to the United States in 1943 with her 
sister, the four years spent at Wellesley with time to inhale Americanism from Los 
Angeles to New York City; of her friendships here with Pearl Buck, Paul Robeson, and 
many others who honored Nehru's nieces; of the proud moments when Mme. Pandit,repre- 
senting India at the United Nations, spoke for the Indians of South Africa. After grad- 
uation she turned homeward to a free India, one for which her beloved father had given 
his life and for which her uncle now labored as Prime Minister - she became his hostess. 
There is a moving account of the last visit with the revered Gandhi and the funeral 
march, the last walk they would make with him. Devotion to beloved people and a beloved 
country, a warm humor bridging the ways of East to those of the West characterize this 
lovely book. (LC: 54-5974 
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May 5 


Grant, J.W.D. Prentice-Hall 
OUTWIT YOUR APPETITE $3.95 
A regimen for the too robust includes not only menus for an initial 21 days of 
eating less (let's face it- less well too) but continues planned meals for sustaining 
your gains- I mean losses. Along with the diet itself, there are general remarks about 
nutrition, the importance of fruit and vegetable juices, preparation of the meals- salads- 
and dressings, the achievement of eye beauty, correction of foot faults, etc.... Probably 
the chapter headings- "Besuty Fare for Fair Ladies" and "Merry Meals for Hefty Males” will 


do as much as anything to take your appetite away. (LC: 54-5675) 
May 6 


@ ( 


Doubleday 


Weidman, Jerome 
TRAVELER'S CHEQUE $4.50 


* It is as an author that Weidman writes the essays that are a point of departure 
(and what rousing send-offs they are) for his editing of the “shameless gulps” of extracts, 
excerpts, examples and samples of other travelers, past and present. With a truly ca- 
tholic taste and highly personal preferences his prefaces lead into the Bible, The 
Swiss Family Robinson (“ideal adventure"), Brazilian Adventure, Goodnight Sweet Prince, 
Land Below The Wind; While Rome Burns ("pure trivia, pure joy"), Thackeray, Prescott, 
Burton, Dickens, Maugham, Jwo Years Before The Mast, letters by Columbus, Henry Adams, 
Lady Wortley Montagu, The Other Side Of The Mountain - @ variegated and generous selec- 
tion. And those introductory asides have just as wide a range, from autobiography and 
incident, to definite feelings about reading end assorted other topics, to an ebullience 
that noticeably rubs off on the reader. These are sturdy yardsticks for forgotten - or 
remembered - measures of individual pleasure, and should prove to be worthwhile program 


notes for future reference. Most comfortable. (LC: 54-6797) e 
May 12 
Edey, Marion Harper 
. EARLY IN THE MORNING $3.52 DO 


There's a wide eyed look to these sunlit reminiscences of a childhood up on 
the Hudson at Danskammer in the '90's that is disarming. For the author, Marion, and 
her younger brother Noel knew a Country freedom, homegrown pleasures, and the perfect 
quality of their home enfolds these memories of the animals, buggy riding, long drawers, 
ice cutting, church, the Day Boats, and the unending landscape that was their front yard. 
A baby dies and a baby is born; Papa teaches in the city and designs stained glass windows 
at Danskammer; there are chickens, dogs, horses, cows, birds, snakes, a bat, turtle eggs 
and fruits of all kinds; there are adults - but definitely in their place, whether parents, 
or older sisters, or other members of the household, and the sorrows of being "bunched up" 
in New York City for the winter are alarming. But Noel and Marion learn about roller 
skates, bicycle polo on 10th Street, lessons and eventually school - living only for a 
return to Danskammer which was "loved enough for immortality". A primitive, childish, 
shrill delight comes through and Marion with her frail patience and Noel with his gentle 
hands contribute to a panel of American living in their own manner. There will be an 
introduction by John Mason Brown and illustrations by Suba. (LC: 54-6703) 


Lewinsohn, Richard ) Harper 
ANIMALS, MEN AND MYTHS | | |9 $5.00 


Second in the German series which began with Ceram's Gods, Graves and Scholars, 
this animal social history attempts a unique presentation of the evolution of animal life, 
and its role in relation to man and history. The stuff for an exciting book is here - 
but somehow it lacks the divine spark which made Gods, Graves and Scholars an adventure in 
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reading. The scientist, the naturalist, the people who like their facts marshalled 
in systematic and orderly fashion, will find this rewarding- if not absorbing- reading. 
The story of evolution is here, though in terms of probable chronological processes, 
successive changes, rather than through the men who launched their revolutionary theo- 
ries (as in Time, Man and Fossils). There is the more familiar story of the domestica- 
tion of animals, the beginnings of trades dependent upon animals, the role of animals 
in religion, in fable, in history, in society. There's the panorama of today's develop- 
ments, many discoveries based on animal experimentation, in the fields of microbiology, 
synthetics, medicine, eugenics. And throughout, there are odd bits of human interest, 
glimpses at the adventure of discovery, fragments of stories of animals themselves, 
new slants on history, on geography, on zoology and biology. It is hard to know why 
it didn't hold me spellbound, as the other books did. Possibly, with its extensive 
illustrations, photographs and spot drawings, it will capture a healthy market. 
(Ic: 53-11848) 

May 12 


Matthews, Mark S. Harper 
GUIDE TO COMMUNITY ACTION $4.50 


Subtitled 4 Sourcebook for Citizen Volunteers, this book splendidly lives 
up to its name. Its twofold purpose: to suggest program and project ideas for a com- 
munity; to acquaint the reader with available sources of aid and how to reach them. 
Part I deals with effective community organization - membership, meetings, finance, 
public relations. Part II deals directly with the service program - community programs 
from safety and health to international relations and Americanism sre discussed. The 
"how" advice is specific as to procedure and idea suggestions; it is followed up in a 
second section in each chapter entitled "Sources of Aid". This will give the book its 
special value. Appendices note special days, weeks and months; preliminary procedure; 
sources of films and film information; a course in effective speech. A fine aid for 
civic groups on all levels. (LC: 54-6447) 

Y 
Daniels, Jonathan § [24 L li Lippincott 
THE END OF INNOCENCE ~ ; $5..00 


The son of Wilson's Secretary of the Navy, has drawn a warm and human and 
tender portrait of his father, Josephus Daniels, and of another man he loved, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, who was the young Under Secretary and learned much of the ideal of 
democracy from his chief. This is largely a story of those years, when a man unfamiliar 
with the abysses of Washington politics was President; when a party long out of power 
had come in again; when problems that seemed born of those days read like today's prob- 
lems again. This is an intimate and very personal closeup of the days of Woodrow Wil- 
son's administration, as sensed by a boy growing up, and reseen through diaries and 
contemporary sources today. Forgotten- or half-forgotten- incidents and names and 
issues come alive in these pages,- the beginnings of progressive reform, the disputed 
wine mess situation, the education program of the new Navy, the personalities that 
were controversial, the mood and tempo of a Washington convinced they could stay out 
of war, the difficulties of neutrality, the splits within the party, naval oil re- 
serves issue, and always two temperaments now working in double harness, now at odds, 
when Daniels' moderate and temperate procedure fired Roosevelt's impatience. There 
was the teapot tempest of the Navy League vs the Naval Auxiliary of the Red Cross 
(how important it seemed then). There was Billy Sunday - and the question of prohibi- 
tion - the perils of unpreparedness- the issue of the Brandeis appointment- and the 
postwar debacle of the rejection of the League of Nations. The story draws to a close 
with the end of that era, and swift strokes sketch in the afteryears of the two men. 
Perhaps there is little new, but it is given a new face. (LC: 54-6106) 
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May 13 
Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
DOCTOR DAN: PIONEER IN AMERICAN SURGERY $5.00 @ 


The story of Daniel Hale Williams, a star in the firmament of American medicine, 


combines the appeal of an endearing personality, the profession, and the struggle of a 
minority group to the heights. Daniel Williams bore a proud, mixed heritage - his com- 
plexion would have enabled him to pass for white if his heart hadn't been loyal to the 
Negro cause. He became Doctor Dan through the backing of a man who took him as his son 
when Dan was simply bypassed by his selfish mother. From his studies at Chicago he went 
on to found the first interracial hospital, to modernize Freedmen's in Washington, to 
become a staff member of St. Luke's, but most of all to impart his surgical skill to 
patients and students. This skill brought him fame and love and also envy, and his story 
reveals the intrigues and betrayals of men such as Hall and Warfield who wanted acknow- 
ledgement and power. The young medical world, the attempt of Negroes to make a place for 
themselves in it, the growth of the profession of surgery (as we witness heart and 
Caesarean operations, etc.) is paramount in Doctor Dan's story. His personal life- his 
love of a woman whose mother forced her to marry white, his later unsatisfactory marriage, 
his friendships with other men of medicine - are merged and almost eclipsed in the story 


of his work. An inspiring, humane book. (LC: 54-6881) 
May ¥f 24 


Buckler, Helen 


Simon & Schuster 


Hecht, Ben 
A CHILD OF THE CENTURY $6 .00 


A great unburdening, this autobiography of one of the controversial figures of 
stage, screen and books breaks over into philosophy, analysis and crusading, and Hecht's 
twilight thinking at 55 is brightened by his realization that there must be a God. Born 
in New York, raised in Racine, the early chapters build up a full gallery of his Jewish 
family and the warm, loving, flashing background they made for him. Then the antic years 
in Chicago in which journalism, literature, whores, crime, friendships and his writing 
career tumbled over each other and the youthful renaissance there was a strident accom- 
paniment for beginning authors. Two years in a Germany without a leader preceded his 
move to New York, then came the Florida boom and next Hollywood and the years of script- 
ing pictures. His awareness of his un-Jewishness came as a surprise and he turned Jew 
with a fervor that led him to propaganda for the American Committee for a Jewish Army 
of Stateless and Palestinian Jews, which committed him to enmity, abuse and some loyalty. d 
Poking into every nook and cranny - of his thinking, his writing, his experiences; of sex, 
women, marriage, divorce, fatherhood; of public opinion, public figures - this battle 
cry of me-dom is a very private life that does not tiptoe in sensitive areas and that 
does offer stimulating reading in its testimony of a half century of omniverous living. 


(LC: 53-9699) 
May 15 


Caxton 


Marek, Stephen 
LAUGHTER IN HELL $5.00 


Perhaps this should have come much sooner, in order to achieve the market it 
deserves. Today- with the horrors of Korean prison camps a fresh blot on civilization, 
true accounts of the less sordid aspects of life in Japanese prison camps during World 
War II are not in demand for news value. View this as tense and exciting reading, a 
composite picture of two camps- as Osaka and Taurga - and a portrait of undaunted American | 
laughter, elements of ingenuity and humor, which prevailed against the rigors. Many of | 
the incidents, recounted by a naval officer and a sergeant of marines to Stephen Marek, 
center around the prisoners' efforts to piece out their meagre rations of rice and seaweed, 
with the stores that came to camp for Japanese officers. The greatest victory was when | 
they were permitted their own “soup pot" into which went their stolen loot, which added | 
some ten or fifteen pounds to the 110 average of most of the American prisoners after a 















| 
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year. The ability of the men to accept degradation and brutality, to keep up their 
spirits and morale, their solidarity, tenderness and loyalty despite beatings and 
solitary confinement is a heartening picture of Americans. The end- when peace was 
heralded by American "chow" dropped by planes - has tremendous emotional impact. 

A moving record, which should not be bypassed. 


May 17 


Fenton, Charles A. Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE APPRENTICESHIP OF ERNEST HEMINGWAY $5.00 


A special study puts a magnifying glass over Hemingway's years as a journal- 
ist and enlarges his experiences from his Oak Park boyhood through his return to Toronto 
in 1923 and the final rejection of the newspaper world for that of creative writing. 
Throughout, the main thing Mr. Fenton (of Yale) keeps before us is the external stream 
of events as they affected Hemingway's writing and decisions, rather than the inner 
makeup of the man himself. Easily, the book divides itself geographically into the 
places Hemingway lived and worked. There is Oak Park, Kansas City, ambulance duty in 
Italy, the Toronto Star- and back to Europe for a long haul of intensive reporting and 
feature writing- and meeting with his mentors, Gertrude Stein, Pound and Joyce. Toronto 
again saw the ultimate mishandling by his boss- the straw that broke the camel's back. 
Fenton's critical analysis is excellent in illustrating the growth and change of Hem- 
ingway's writing as it was governed by journalism's requirements, what he lived 
through and those with whom he talked. But it is unmatched with a direct personal 
insight and the life remains in clearer outline than the shadowy form of the man who 
lived it. For special interests, notably. (LC: 54-7968) 


Henson, Lawrence & Elisabeth Funk & Wagnalls 
CHINESE GORDON: The Story of a Hero $4.00 


The wanderings and warrings of a man who captivated the British Victorian 
masses take up the greater part of the Hansons' new biography. Charles Gordon loved 
war, fought for humanitarian reasons, but he also was convinced, with the help of his 
ultra-spiritual sister, that life was worth little. His kinetic personality puzzled 
friends and foes, but he provided leadership, colorful at that. There are high moments 
in the story of his triumph with the Ever-Victorious Army over the pseudo-Christian 
Taipings in China; there is the story of the Uncrowned King of the Sudan; the years 
when his mission did not appear; the final, fatal attempt against another religious 
fanatic, the Mahdi of Sudan. The Hansons give a sense of the personality of the man, 
the reactions of others to him, the kinds of battles he thrived on. They feel that 
Queen Victoria was right when she felt the British had let their man down and draw 
an unpleasant picture of the dour Gladstone in Gordon's cause. They mention Gordon's 
boyish sense of humor, his hot temper, his delight in his boys, his compelling inten- 
sity, his disregard, even hatred of his body, his hard army discipline. The whole 
gives a sense of a spiritual adventurer. (LC; 54-6420) 


Herbst, Josephine Hastings House 
A NEW GREEN WORLD $4.00 


The first book in the new American Procession Series: which plans to feature 
periods of history and cultural growth not well known to American readers, A NEW GREEN 
WORLD centers about John Bartram and the early naturalists, who looked to the wealth of 
American woodlands as a storehouse of knowledge rather than as a grab-bag for material 
riches. The Bighteenth Century was the Age of Reason, but it was also the age of man, 
the whole man. John Bartram, the farmer who eventually became the King's botanist, was 
a part of this world. He left his fields to cull the forests and send precious specimens 
to his English patrons; he wrote long letters to his English friend Collinson. and knew 
of Kalm and Linnaeus in the closely knit group of botanists. His son William, of a more 
delicate nature which attracted much commiseration, furthered science and poetry with 


his exact and beautiful drawings. This is the world Miss Herbst presents to us - cer- 
sabnly an area of our grogth deserving of attention. It will appeal to those particular- 
ly interested in the field, but the rather plodding telling may discourage the general 
reader. Illustrated. (LC: 54-7596 
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May 17 
Macmillan 
THE ROOSEVELT FAMILY OF SAGAMORE HILL $5.00 & 


A staunch and genial portrait of Theodore Roosevelt, his wife- Edith, and their 
five children along with Alice daughter of his first marriage, follows not only the 
strenuous course of his public life but concentrates on the cheerful, crowded family 
activities at Sagamore Hill. Here, the vigorous and vociferous Roosevelt was to be com- 
plemented by the sedate and self-effacing Edith, and together they shared in the pride 
and pleasure that Ted, Kermit, Ethel, Archie and Quentin were to give them through the 
years. Roosevelt's sudden political rise, from Rough Rider to Governor to Vice-President 
to President, the reversal and rejection by his party ("not because he failed to see the 
issues but saw them too clearly"); his stormy criticisms of the "spineless neutrality" of 
the administration; and finally the war- which took his four boys overseas and exacerbated 
his feeling of uselessness- all lead toward the heartbreak of Quentin's death which he 
did not long survive.... Mr. Hagedorn is thoroughly seduced by his subject and brings to 
it an air of open admiration- as well as an amplitude of domestic detail and personal 
interchange. The publishers will promote this and the opening of Sagamore Hill as a na- 


tional “shrine" may have helped to revive interest. 


Hagedorn, Hermann 


Bliven, Bruce Jr. Random House 
$3.95 


THE WONDERFUL WRITING MACHINE 


*..... is the sturdy old typewriter, and this biography of a machine might just 
It's fun reading and conveys the vim and zest it imparts to our bustling 
economy and its inevitable facet, office life. It starts with a sparkling tribute to the 
girl secretary, as she led the invasion of the sacred portals, via the machine. Bliven 
has a facility in enlivening what might have been dull reportage of an invention that 
revolutionized communication at local level. Henry Mill of England worked on the idea in eo 
1714; William Austin Burt of Michigan was the first American to pick it up, thought it 
just a byproduct but patented it in 1829. After an interim of fifty two dabblers in the 
invention came Sholes of Milwaukee, who put it on its keys. From then on- the histories 
and struggles of such household names as Remington, Underwood and Smith; of Mark Twain 
who thought the typewriter "too curiosity breeding"; of the novel The Typewriter Girl 
whose doughty heroine proved she knew more ways than one. Bliven did his research at 

the Royal plant, so there's more about Royals than the others, but in the main it is a 


catch on. 


tribute to all models, and may pass a speed test in unexpected sales. Illustrated. 
(LC; 54-5955) 
May 18 
Whitton, Mary Ormsbee Hastings House 
THESE WERE THE WOMEN $3.75 


Second in Hastings' new Procession of America Series is an ordered kaleidoscope 
of characters that sets the important female figures in the development of our country 
from 1776 to 1860 in an historical perspective that is a product of good research and a 
prevailing sense of humor. Mrs. Whitton has written First First Ladies, on the wives of 
the early presidents, but here, she abandons a strict adherence to the biographical sketch 
as she branches out to include a host of women from all social strata and relates them to 
each other and sets them aptly in their times. Starting off with the Washingtons, mother 
and wife, she contrasts the "real" with the "orthodox" interpretations, particularly of 
Mary who was the domineering type. From other Revolutionary heroines, and the variety was 
wide, we move on to the citizens of the new republic among whom were the instigators of the 
first fashion war, the Quaker schoolmarms and the arbiters of frontier etiquette. With 
the 30's came Frances Trollope and Mrs. Whitton excels in analysis here as she contrasts , 
that famous disapprover's words with those of a remembered youth- Mark Twain. On to the 
really wild west and on still further through the "Parade of Pathfinders" whose marchers 
were all kinds- the trends and personalities and their influences on each other continue 
to make good history and their mark in a man's world. (LC: 54-7597) 
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May 19 


Schurz, William Lytle Dutton 
THIS NEW WORLD $6.00 


A splendid social history of the South American continent extends its anal- 
yses to a knowledgeable interpretation of the Spanish character as well as the many 
other: elements besides chance that went into the making of the new lands. A look at 
chapter subjects tells how Schurz has gone about his task: the environment, the Indian, 
the Spaniard, the conqueror, the Negro, the foreigner, the church, the woman, the city, 
and finally the Brazilian as representative of the largest single block of people. But 
in the chronological examinations of each topic, there are clear pictures of the other 
countries as separate entities, especially with regard to their famous personalities 
and the social traits that went into their making. Where the book falls down is in 
the realm of politics. Where there is a probing of the causes that led to the wars 
for independence, it is a by-product of the other material (fascinating enough in it- 
self) and not a follow-through on the process of liberation and its bearing on South 
America today. Aside from that (and perhaps it was not intended to be that broad) 
the study is excitingly aware of the turn of colorful events. Not a "popular" history 
but definitely readable and of interest to laymen. (IC: 54-5043) 


White, William Chapman Little, Brown-D.S.P. 
ADIRONDACK COUNTRY $4.50 


With authority and modesty, with loving heart and level eye, Mr. White 
writes of the history, lore, and nature of the Adirondacks. There are themes in the 
Adirondack history, and we follow them as he tells of the people who came to make 
their fortunes in farming, mining, timber; of the men who developed the woods as a 
vacation area; of those who sought to save the natural resources of the area and worked 
to make it a forest preserve. The Adirondacks had its quota of colorful characters: 
the guides from John Cheney to Les Hathaway; Dewey, pioneer of modern library science 
who started the exclusive Lake Placid Club in the fashionable era; Dr. Trudeau whose 
sanatorium for the tubercular brought a new mission to the area; Joseph Bonaparte 
who had hoped to build New France on his holdings; John Brown, who left his beloved 
woodlands to fulfill his mission. But the Adirondack bounty is in forest and stream, 
and Mr. White treats the reader to a turning of the seasons through an Adirondack 
year. A pleasure for transient and rooted lovers of the area. 


May 19 


Shute, Nevil Morrow 
SLIDE RULE: An Autobiography $3.50 


This might better be defined as a chapter in autobiography, for here is the 
Nevil Shute (Norway) occasionally glimpsed in some of his novels, as aeronautical 
engineer, and virtually only that. There is a brief survey of his early life,- a boy 
playing truant in the Kensington Museum aviation exhibitions; a college student working- 
for love of it- in the drafting room of aviation production; a cub pilot, with not many 
hours training; and chiefly, the managing director of a struggling pioneer industry, 
Airspeed Limited, where for years the dilemmas of reckless optimism came of necessity 
close to dishonesty to investors - and only wars saved them from bankruptcy. A big 
slice of the story tells,in intimate technical detail, of the competitive race to de- 
termine whether private industry (whichconstructed the successful rigid airship, 
R-100,)or government project (responsible for the tragedy of failure in its sister 
ship, R-101) should be given the go-ahead. While the major issues are inherently 
dramatic, the minutiae of construction will appeal largely to the technically trained 
reader. A segment of aviation history, rather than a personal story of a popular 
novelist. (LC: 54-7100) 
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May 20 
Frank, Josette we 2 
YOUR CHILD’S READING TODAY $3 50_ 


This differs sharply from many excellent books on children's reading in the 
immediacy of the point of view. Miss Frank, with her long association with the world of 
children's books through the Child Study Association, wisely approaches the subject with 
full awareness of today's special problems, and considers books along with other areas 
of communication,- newspapers, magazines, movies, radio, television - even the moot issue 
of comics and of series. Philosophically she accepts the competition, but also the chall- 
enge, and proceeds to lay the groundwork, for the intelligent parent or teacher or librar- 
ian, of a knowledgeable approach to finding the right book, for the right child, in the 
right field, at the right time. She explores the adult motives in getting children to 
read- and comes up with a thorough understanding of the child's side. She takes successive 
age and interest levels, provides excellent basic lists, mostly drawn from today's best 
books for children (though the classics get their place in the scheme). Occasionally 
readers may take issue with inclusions or omissions, with age levels at which books are 
placed, but the whole development is sound, imaginative, perceptive and helpful. | 


(LC: 54-5721) 
May 24 


Mirsky, Jeanette Little, Brown 
ELISHA KENT KANE AND THE SEAFARING FRONTIER $3.00 


An engrossing guide to Americana tells the life story of a pioneer of the 
Northern Frontier who wrote a romantic page in seafaring history and whose legacy to 
future explorers is still valid. A sufferer from rheumatic fever, young Kane determined 
to make his few years count. His medical training and voyages to the Far East, Europe, 
Africa and Mexico prepared him for his bouts with the Arctic. The first Grinnell expedi- 
tion, undertaken as a rescue party in search of Franklin, lost while seeking the North- 
west Passage so passionately believed in at the time, introuced Kane to the Arctic. Head- 
ing the second expedition, he turned to the open Polar Sea and Greenland, forsaking the 
inner waters of Baffin's Bay. His journals, telling of the pact and friendship after 
initial trials with the Etahs, the long weight of the winter season with the onslaught of 
scurvy, the adventures and misadventures, reveals a keen mind and alert person. He return- 
ed to civilization to die in his glory and to pass on his studies of adaptation to environ- 
ment, scurvy, and mapping to future generations. A little explored writing frontier well 


handled. (LC: 54-6886) 


May 25 
Little, Brown 
SIX UPON THE WORLD $4.95 


This is a distinguished book about distinguished men- a half dozen of them, who 
represent as many areas of American ideology and activity. The author has chosen his six 
because to him they represent their century and théir country in its finest endeavour 
toward responsible citizenship, and toward a civilization which will truly "set men free". 
Douglass aligns his six giants, and by the close has managed to synthesize their great 
differences in religion, politics, and philosophy until the reader feels that there is 
an undeniable solid basis of Americanism in each man which relates them all. And so, in 
what may seem a strange fraternity, he affiliates Paul Hoffman- of Studebaker and more 
recently the Ford Foundation, Cardinal Francis J. Spellman, William Foster- head of the 
Communist Party in America, James B. Conant- president emeritus of Harvard and a leader 
in atomic research, Walter Reuter- the CIO president, and Sloan- the president of General 
Motors... An important book which men may enjoy- admire- challenge. (IC: 54-5122) @ | 


Douglass, Paul F. 
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May 27 


Freud, Sigmund, M. D. Basic Books 
THE ORIGINS OF PSYCHOANALYSIS $6.75 


These Letters to Wilhelm Fliess have been edited by Marie Bonaparte, Anna 
Freud, and Ernst Dris, and this correspondence which was lost to the world for more 
than forty years represents the only existing Freud letters. They were written to Dr. 
Wilhelm Fliess, a noted Berlin nose and throat specialist during the years 1887 to 1902, 
start with Freud's almost timid speculations on human neuroses and end with his appoint- 
ment as a full professor at the University of Vienna, a professor who would soon 
electrify the world with the publication of his "Psychology". The letters become in- 
creasingly personal and warm as the friendship ripens, and one gets a new view of Freud 
as a husband and father as well as glimpses into his early research methods- in short 
a more intimate and more personable Freud..... The letters themselves have had an 
exciting history- were nearly destroyed in the "20's and were smuggled out of Nazi 
Germany by Mme. Bonaparte. A special item for a market widened by the significant Jones 
biography published last year. (LC: 54- 8148) 


Fishman, Jack Rinehart 
THE SEVEN MEN OF SPANDAU $3.50 


eee. are the seven political war prisoners who survived the Nuremberg trials, 
and this is an account of their internment in Spandau, presumably from interviews of 
the personnel there and of others on the outside. Probably the most interesting is 
Rudolf Hess, who still dreams of regained power, but who lives in the fear of himself, 
in the rejection of his wife and son, and in an unpredictable state of mental instability. 
There is von Schirach, the former youth leader, who has inherited a fortune he will 
never spend; Speer, the “clown prince"; the Admirals Doenitz and Raeder, who now have 
only each other to fight; Walter Funk and Baron von Neurath. Their wives and families 
and letters home;the ordeal of visits; the close security and censorship which prevails; 
their outdoor activities in the Garden of Eden (Anthony); their illnesses--- this re- 
vives the memory of men who are largely forgotten today- and since this is so, it is 
difficult to indicate what interest a book such as this will have. (LC: 54-7073) 


May ?? 


Bertelsen, Aage Putnam 
OCTOBER '43 $2.75 


A self-effacing narrative of the exodus of some six to seven thousand Jews- 
from Denmark into Sweden- during this month of this year- which Mr. Bertelsen, a school- 
master, helped to organize and effect as leader of what was known as the Lyngby Group. 
For when, on the Jewish New Year, the Germans broke into Jewish homes, the resistance 
deflected the destinies of the Danish Jews; raised money for the transports; operated 
an underground railroad via various routes to the secret points of embarkations. And 
Bertelsen's story of his activities, and those of his group which broke down after a 
month due to an informer, ends with his own escape and his wife's arrest for interroga- 
tion....An account which is an indirect reflection of the quiet courage of those involv- 
ed and a direct tribute to the Jews who met persecution with fortitude and faith. 

(LC: 54-5485) 


Helm, Edith Benham Putnam 
THE CAPTAINS AND THE KINGS $3.50 


A backward look on the three administrations in which she served as secretary 
and Social Secretary encompasses also the years of roving when Edith Benham's father 
was in the Navy and transfers moved his family here and there. With his death and the 
need to earn a living, there were secretarial opportunities in politics, embassies and 
the social world, and in 1915, although she was sure she did not wish to work in the 
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White House she accepted the offer and started her career with the new Mrs. Wilson. The 


war years changed the usual programs; there were two trips to Europe which are relived in 


her diaries; and her own romance and wedding which drew her out of the official circle. 
and _ 


But she came back, after her husband's death, to be part of the Roosevelt "family", 

stayed on for the Trumans, and then retired. Here are the mechanics of the dinners, re- 
ceptions, teas, musicales, garden parties, the big and little seasons, the problems of rank 
and precedence, the changing patterns as the individualities of the First Ladies made their 
impress and the unending details of an arduous job. The close-ups of famous visitors, of 
special occasions, of the sudden emergencies and quicker remedies, supplement her stories 
of the Presidents and their families and head this for a distaff audience that does not 


weary of inside pictures of the White House. Illustrated. 
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